
Musical instruments in Chinese 
 
 

 English name Pinyin Chinese characters 

 

Bass guitar (electric bass) diànbèisī 电贝斯 
 

Bassoon bāsōngguǎn 巴松管 

 

Cello dàtíqín 大提琴 

 

Chinese transverse flute  dízi 笛子 

 

Chinese string instrument gǔzhēng 古箏 

which belongs to the zither-family 

 

Chinese violin  èrhú 二胡 

Chinese 2 string fiddle  

 

Contrabass dīyīndàtíqín 低音大提琴 

Double bass 

 

Drum gǔ 鼓 

 Chinese drum zhōngguó de gǔ 中国的鼓 

 Western style drums xīyang de gǔ 西洋的鼓 

 

Electric guitar diànjítā 电吉他 
 

Flute chángdí 长笛 

 

Guitar jítā 吉他 
 

Saxophone sàkèsīfēng 萨克斯风 
 

Violin / Fiddle xiǎotíqín 小提琴 

 
Can’t find your instrument on the list? 

Send an e-mail to: contact@shoppinginbeijing.com 

 

www.ShoppinginBeijing.com 


